





Black Bear Safety Tips

Bears are wild and their behavior can be unpredictable. Although
extremely rare, attacks on humans have occurred, inflicting serious
injuries and death. Treat bear encounters with extreme caution!

3

Do not approach within 50 yards or any distance that disturbs a
bear. Use binoculars or a telephoto lens to view animals.

*

Do not allow a bear to approach you.

*

If you see a bear, slowly back away from the bear.
Do NOT turn and run.
Make sure the bear is aware of your presence by yelling and

.

making noises to frighten the bear and encourage it to leave.

*

Groups should stay together, especially children.
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Keep dogs leashed at all times. Don’t let your dog harass a bear.

.

Put all trash and food scraps in bear-resistant containers or
take it with you. Be sure to close and latch tightly.

*

Do not feed or place food to attract bears.
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Do not leave grills or picnic tables unattended.

.

Do not leave food in your car or in coolers outside the cabin.

*

If you must store food in vehicles, keep it out of sight.
Completely close and LOCK all doors and windows of vehicles
and buildings. (Yes, bears can open them.)

.

Do not feed wildlife. Feeding a bear guarantees its demise!

IF YOU SEE ANOTHER VISITOR BREAKING THE ABOVE
RULES, OR YOU ENCOUNTER A BEAR, PLEASE CALL

(865) 436-1230 TO REPORT. HELP KEEP BEARS WILD!
VISIT BEARWISE.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION.




Sweet Week

FEBRUARY 7-14

Treat yourself to a Valentine’s
celebration filled with specialty
desserts, confections, and
sweet deals from Gatlinburg’s
favorite shops and eateries.

Pancake Week
FEBRUARY 21-28
Experience Gatlinburg’s
famous breakfast culture
with a week-long spotlight on
delicious pancake creations at
local restaurants.

Gatlinburg Wine Fest
MARCH 14
Sip and savor Tennessee’s

finest wines while enjoying
live music, food pairings,
and the charm of the Smoky
Mountains.

Easter Sunrise Service
at Ober Mountain
APRIL 5

Welcome Easter morning
with an inspiring, non-
denominational service set
against the breathtaking
backdrop of the rising sun over
the mountains.

Mountain Man
Memorial March
APRIL 16

Honor America’s fallen heroes
with this challenging march
and moving tribute, bringing
together service members,
veterans, and the community.

Spring Wildflower
Pilgrimage

APRIL 23-25

Join naturalists and guides
for animmersive exploration
of the Smokies’ vibrant
flora, featuring guided hikes,
educational programs, and
photography walks.

Gatlinburg

Farmers Market
MAY-OCT, SATURDAYS
Stroll through a lively market
offering fresh produce,
homemade baked goods, local
crafts, and seasonal treats
every Saturday.



Smoky Mountain
Tunes & Tales

JULY 1-31

Enjoy nightly street
performances showcasing
Appalachian music,
storytelling, clogging, and
traditional mountain culture in

downtown Gatlinburg.

JULY 3

Kick off Independence Day
in true Gatlinburg style with
America’s first parade of the
holiday, stepping off at the

stroke of midnight.

River Raft Regatta,
Fourth of July Drone
and Fireworks Show
JULY 4

Celebrate the holiday with

a fun-filled unmanned float
race down the river, followed
by a spectacular drone and
fireworks display lighting up
the night sky.

JULY 10-19

Discover handcrafted works
from talented artisans across
the country, complemented
by live bluegrass music and
traditional demonstrations.

GatlinBURGER Week
SEPTEMBER 11-18

Sink your teeth into creative,
mouthwatering burger
masterpieces as Gatlinburg
restaurants put their own
spin on this beloved classic

— then take on the challenge

of tasting and voting for your

favorites all week long.

Gatlinburg
Craftsmen's Fair
OCTOBER 8-25

Celebrate the fall season
with artisan crafts, seasonal
décor, and live entertainment
in a festive Smoky Mountain
atmosphere.

NOVEMBER 11

Pay tribute to the courage
and sacrifice of our nation’s
veterans during Gatlinburg’s
heartfelt Veterans Day

ceremonies.



Gatlinburg Winter
Magic Kickoff &

Chili Cookoff
NOVEMBER 12

Ring in the holiday season with
the lighting of Gatlinburg’s
Winter Magic displays while
sampling dozens of flavorful

chilirecipes.

DECEMBER 4

Brighten your holiday
season with this dazzling
parade featuring twinkling
floats, marching bands,
giant balloons, and festive

performances.

New Year's Eve
Celebration, Drone
Show and Ball Drop
DECEMBER 31

Count down to midnight in
downtown Gatlinburg with
live music, a high-tech drone
show, fireworks, and the city’s

famous ball drop.

Year-round, Gatlinburg comes alive with unforgettable

celebrations, traditions, and experiences that highlight the

beauty of the Smoky Mountains and the heart of our community.

From food festivals and cultural showcases to seasonal parades

and holiday traditions, there’s something exciting happening in

every season.

*Special Note: As this calendar is produced up to a year in

advance, dates and locations are subject to change. For full details

on any Gatlinburg event, please call 865-568-4748 or visit our
Special Events page at GATLINBURG.COM/EVENTS



GATLINBURG GARES

“Here’s a well-kept secret about the region you might not
know: It’s home to what many consider to be one of the most
innovative and effective solid waste processing plants in the
world, Sevier Solid Waste Inc. Not country - but world.”

—Linda Bryant, Knoxville News Sentinel

From breathtaking landscapes and mountain views to rivers
and waterfalls, the environment and diversity of wildlife are a
foundational part of the visitor experience in the Smokies. As
stewards of the majestic Great Smoky Mountains National Park,
residents and businesses of Gatlinburg are committed to preserving
the natural beauty and wildlife for future generations to enjoy.

Visitors often ask why there are no recycling bins in Sevier
County. Sevier Solid Waste Inc. has created a world-class recycling
and composting facility that renders recycling bins obsolete. The
plant successfully handles garbage generated by millions of visitors
each year by separating organic waste from recyclable materials.

Food, paper and cardboard are placed in aerobic digesters and
eventually become compost. Non-organic materials, like metals
and plastics, are separated, cleaned and prepared for recycling.

For more information on the green innovations in Gatlinburg,
visit GATLINBURG.COM/PLAN/ABOUT-GATLINBURG/
GATLINBURG-GOES-GREEN/
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Gatlinburg offers several public parking garages and lots that put
you right in the heart of the action. Two major municipal garages are:

MCMAHAN PARKING GARAGE
at 520 Parkway, with about 366 spaces

AQUARIUM PARKING GARAGE
at 161 Greystone Heights, with around 364 spaces

Daily rates for these are generally around $10 per vehicle, though

the price can vary during peak seasons or special events.




To avoid downtown congestion and parking stress, Gatlinburg
provides free park-and-ride lots located just outside the main strip.
Examples include the lot at the Gatlinburg Welcome Center on
Highway 441 (about 145 spaces) and the lot at the City Hall complex
on Highway 321 (about 95 spaces). From these lots, you can take
the free or low-cost downtown trolley to reach attractions without
needing to find a downtown parking spot.

Tips for Smoother Parking

+ Arrive early, especially during busy times such as summer, fall
foliage, or the holiday season, as spaces fill up quickly.

+ If you're staying overnight at a hotel or cabin, check whether your
lodging includes parking or has reserved spots.

» For short visits, look for less-used lots farther from the main
Parkway strip and walk in to avoid the busiest areas.

+ Use the park-and-ride plus trolley option if you’d rather skip
downtown traffic altogether; it’s budget-friendly and convenient.

Important Restrictions
Overnight parking and long-term unattended vehicles are not

permitted in many downtown lots. Be sure to check lot signage
and rules before you park.

WITH A LITTLE PLANNING, PARKING IN GATLINBURG
CAN BE STRESS-FREE, LEAVING YOU MORE TIME TO

ENJOY THE SHOPS, RESTAURANTS, MOUNTAIN VIEWS,
AND ATTRACTIONS.




GATLINBURG

ATTRACTIONS ASSOCIATION

VISIT GATLINBURG

Want all things Gatlinburg

in the palm of your hand?
Download the Visit Gatlinburg
app! It's our FREE, all-in-one

tool to help you plan and
enjoy your trip. Whether
you're digging into attractions
and upcoming events before
you arrive or searching for

an in-the-moment adventure
during your stay, our app
offers timely information on
everything worth stumbling
upon in the Smokies.

GATLINBURG-ATTRACTIONS.COM



